
econom i c
ga i nEnslaved people worked on

plantatios producing sugar,
coffe, and tabacco,
generation profits for
Britain

Exploitation

bR I T I SH
EMP IRE ’ s
expans i on

and
mot i ves

The empire gained wealth by
trading goods like sugar,
cotton, tea, and spices from
its colonies. These items
were in high demand in
Britain and Europe.

Boost to Eonomy

Use of Resources
Colonies like South Africa

provided diamonds and gold
while places like India and

Southeast Asia supplied cotton,
rubber, and spices

Industrial Growth
Raw materials from
colonies powered

industries in Britain ,
helping the cotton

and textile industries
develop.

Infrastructure in
Colonies

To extract and transport
resources, the British built

railways, especially in
places like India.



B r i t i s h  C u l t u r a l
I n f l u e n c e

S t r a t e g i c
a d v a n t a g e s

English became the language
of government, education, and
business in colonies like India
and Nigeria. Today, it’s widely

used for trade and
international communication.

S P R E A D  O F
E N G L I S H

Many former colonies adopted
British-style legal frameworks and

democratic models, like
parliaments and prime minister

roles.

L E G A L  A N D
P O L I T I C A L  S Y S T E M S

Schools and universities were set
up, training local leaders like
Jawaharlal Nehru, who later
worked for independence.

E D U C A T I O N

C H R I S T I A N I T Y
Missionaries introduced

Christianity and built schools and
hospitals, improving education
and healthcare but sometimes

eroding local traditions..

The empire controlled key trade
routes and sea lanes, boosting its

global influence.

C O N T R O L  O F  T R A D E
R O U T E S

Colonies provided access to global
resources and markets, which

strengthened British industries.

A C C E S S  T O
R E S O U R C E S

Military bases and a powerful navy
secured British control over colonies

and rival powers.

N A V A L  D O M I N A N C E

S P R E A D  O F  B R I T I S H
S Y S T E M S

English language and British legal
systems became widespread,

creating long-lasting influences.

G L O B A L  P O W E R
This dominance enhanced Britain's

global prestige and influence


